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Dear Huth Road Families,  
 
Wow! The end of the school year! The older my kids get, the faster time seems to go by. 
We’ve had a fabulous PTA year here at Huth Road Elementary. Now is a great time to 
reflect on how the PTA enriched the school experience of your student and family.  
 
Are you a 2nd grade family who got a tour around the school and lunch served to you so 
that Huth Road wasn’t a strange place to come to in September? Did you come and enjoy 
a game and a slice of pizza with your child back in the fall on Family Game Night? 
Maybe you won a fish, or a gift certificate at the Spring Bazaar. Perhaps your child read a 
great book that was given out by our Readers are Leaders program, or you realized how 
enjoyable it is to read with your child (or be read to BY your child) because of PARP.  
 
Maybe you have a 3rd grader who came home excited over their experiments with Dr. 
Bird. I’ll bet your child’s class earned a special Viking Value Victory lunch this year, 
where they received extra free time to play games as a reward for good behavior. Most of 
your children will enjoy a school yearbook in just a couple of weeks that was organized 
and laid out by a PTA volunteer. Maybe your child’s class has enjoyed a lesson in the 
school courtyard, which has been planted and tended to with great care.  
 
These are just some of the things that PTA has planned, supported, paid for or staffed this  
year, to make the Huth Road school experience better for every student. PTA is a vital 
part of your child’s educational environment. Not everyone has time to be part of it as a 
volunteer, but everyone can support PTA through membership, and everyone can and 
should take a moment to be thankful for the PTA.  
 
It has been my privilege to be the president of the Huth Road PTA this year. Next year I 
will step into a different role – 1st vice president in charge of membership. I will join Amy 
McMann in working to encourage the support of the Huth Road PTA through member-
ship. I leave the role of president to the very capable and committed Tracey Schaefer.  
 
Thank you to all the Huth PTA board members, committee chairs, staff, and volunteers 
who have helped out in so many ways this year. You all have made it a much easier task 
to be the president through your efforts and support.  
 
Sincerely,  
Trish Eichel 
Huth Road president 2011-12 



From the Principal’s Desk. . . 

Hello Huth Parents! 
 
This year went by in the blink of an eye. Take a look at your children. They’ve grown, haven’t they? Don’t 
they also impress you with that look of intelligence in their eyes? Each and every day we try to build curios-
ity in our children. Be sure to use the summer months to continue to pique their curiosity and give them 
plenty of opportunities to learn, play, and enjoy their friendships. Consider keeping video games to a mini-
mum while maximizing real world experiences. Thinking ahead to next year… 
 

Calendar Items 

We have already begun to map out next year’s calendar online. Feel free to take a look via our website. The 
last day of school this year is Monday, June 18, and the first day back next year is Wednesday, August 29.  
The Grade 2 Open House is Monday, August 27, 6:30 p.m., and the Grades 3, 4, and 5 Open House is 
Wednesday, September 5, 6:30 p.m.   
 
E-News Updates 

To date we have 536 e-mail addresses receiving our enews updates. That is a very positive response to our 
digital communication. As you know, e-news updates are our primary means of sharing information with our 
families. If you do not receive e-news, be sure to call the office at 773-8850. If your child will be moving up 
to the middle school, be sure to visit your e-news profile and check the box next to “Middle School” so that 
you can receive their messages. Uncheck the box next to “Huth Road Elementary” if your youngest will no 
longer be with us. You can access your user profile by clicking on the link at the bottom of every e-news 
message that is sent to you.   
 

Moving Up Day 

Speaking of the middle school, if your child will be moving up to 6th grade, we hope you will be able to join 
us for a celebration ceremony the morning of Monday, June 18 in the high school auditorium. The teachers 
always put together a touching tribute for the students to remember their years at Huth Road, and we hope 
you will be able to join us. Plenty of seating and parking will be available. Don’t forget that there is a park-
ing lot behind the school as well as in front. 
 

Learning Doesn’t Take a Vacation 

We are glad to have these last few weeks together as teachers stress the importance of con-
tinuing to learn and practice during the summer. Information on the summer-reading program 
will be coming home soon. Reading and writing should be a natural and everyday part of our 
family life, along with regular visits to the park, library, and even destinations such as Niag-
ara Falls, the Science Museum and the Albright Knox Art Gallery. Consider throwing a pack 

of math-fact cards into the car now, while you’re thinking of it, so that they are handy on those trips around 
town. The more we make learning a fun and regular part of our day, the more our children will appreciate 
that it is not something we do only from September to June. Learning is something we do all the time, and 
boy, can it be a lot of fun!   
 
Your Comments Welcome 

If you have a thought or idea to make Huth Road Elementary a better place for our children to learn and 
grow, please send me an email. Your feedback is both valued and important. 
 
Thank you for a great year, and I look forward to working with all of you in the fall! 
 
Kerri Nowak, principal 

Huth Road Happenings       2



   3             Huth Road Happenings 

New PTA Officers for 2012-2013. . . 

Principal’s Book Club  

The nominating committee has presented the following slate of officers for the 2012-13 school year.  
 
  president             Tracey Schaefer   
   1st vice president        Dorothy Garcia  

  1st vice president            Freda Orosz   
   2nd vice president          Trish Eichel  

  2nd vice president           Amy McMann   
  treasurer          Karrie Valle    
  recording secretary       Ida Gray    
  corresponding sec’y       Mary Minton   
   council delegate         Maura Rustowicz  

  council delegate          Sandra Cohen   
 
Serving on the nominating committee were Dorothy Garcia, Amy McMann, Tracey Schaefer, Jennifer 

Walowicz, and Carrie Meaney, chairman. 

From the Incoming President 
Dear Huth Road Families,  

 
I am looking forwarding to serving the parents, teachers and students as the Huth Rd Elementary PTA 
president in the upcoming 2012-2013 school year. 
 
It has been my privilege to be a member of the Huth Rd PTA since 2008. I am a graduate of GIHS and 
have four children in the Grand Island Central School District. My stepdaughter will be entering her 
sophomore year at GIHS, My daughter and stepson will be entering 7th grade at VCMS and my youngest 
daughter will be attending Huth Rd Elementary next year as a 3rd grader. 
 

I am very excited about this new opportunity to work with Mrs. Nowak and the staff and teachers at Huth Road. I am 
proud to be part of such a great school district and a fabulous elementary school.   
 
As our children are winding down their school year and looking forward to their summer vacation, Huth Road Elemen-
tary PTA is already planning and coordinating next year’s events. Please remember to continue your membership with 
PTA by signing up as early as possible next year! If anyone has any questions, or would like to offer advice, opinions, or 
suggestions for next year, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Tracey Schaefer 
523-3346  

traceyschaefer77@yahoo.com 

This year, members of the Principal’s Book Club read The City of Ember, The Hunger Games  
Trilogy, Freedom Crossing, The Help, Holes, and The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People. For our 
last meeting we even asked our children to join us for the discussion! The purpose of the Princi-
pal’s Book Club is to bring a love of reading back to parents. When children see that their parents 
love reading, they are more likely to pick up a book and read themselves. Be sure to watch enews 
for an announcement of September’s book selection. Keep reading! 
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A plethora of third graders joined Book Club for the 2011-2012 school 
year. There were so many enthusiastic third graders that we had to divide 
the club into three sessions: Session A (October 6-December 8), Session B 
(January 5-March 1) and Session C (March 29-May 3).  
 
The club met many Thursdays after school for fifty minutes. At the beginning of every meeting a snack and 
drink were shared with the group by the instructor or one of the club members. A schedule was provided at the 
beginning of the session so all the students could assist with supplying our Book Club with snacks and drinks. 
  
During our allotted time the students had a mature conversation about the book that was just read. They shared 
their favorite parts and explained why, anything new they might have learned, and any descriptive words the 
author may have used. These meetings also included some sort of written activity, such as writing descriptive 
words for a character guessing game or writing a reflection about the books.  
 
Some of our books that the students read this year included Dog Watch: Trouble in Pembrook by Mary Casa-
nova, A Bear Named Trouble by Marion Dane Bauer, and Finding the Titanic by Robert D. Ballard. The stu-
dents really enjoyed our fiction and non-fiction selections, especially the books about animals. It was wonderful 
to hear some of the students say, “I want to go to the library to get the next book in this series!”  
 
Miss Gorecki/Miss Ricciuti 

Third Grade Book Club 

Fifth Grade Art Club finished the year with The Empty Bowls event, 
which took place May 20 at the Burchfield Penney Art Center. Students 
could choose to donate their bowl made of clay to this annual event. All of 
the proceeds went to benefit The Food Bank of WNY and Friends of Night 
People. Thank you to all the students who donated their work for a great 
cause.  
Mrs. Allen, art teacher 

Fifth Grade Art Club 

  

Remember to keep sending in those boxtops! This year we have made $1804.90. As boxtops do expire, I 
will be sending them in at the end of the school year. ALSO...don't forget to sign up 
at www.boxtops4education.com for eboxtops. We can earn boxtops just by doing small surveys, shopping 
online, and entering to win boxtop contests. Let's try to beat our 2011-2012 earnings. So keep cutting those 
boxtops all summer!  
 
Dawn VeRost 

Boxtops Needed 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Calendar of Events—June 
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E-news is here!  Sign Up Today! 

 

 
 

E-news allows Grand Island parents, students, fac-
ulty/staff & community members to sign up to 
receive e-mails &/or text messages on school re-
lated information. With e-news, you automatically 
receive news of interest to you at your selected e-
mail address or cell phone. E-news is an opt-in 
service. You tailor the service to meet your needs 
by selecting only the categories of information that 
are of interest to you.  
 

To Sign Up: 

Visit www.k12.ginet.org 
Click the GICSD e-news button at the bottom right 
Complete the form and choose your subscription 

options 
Enter the security number shown and press  
 “Sign Me Up” 

The teachers at Huth Road Elementary formed a Relay for Life team thanks to Jeanne Percival, 
who spearheaded the initiative. Our first big fundraiser was in May at the high school during the 
Choral Concert.  We sold donated baked goods and pink, purple, and teal bracelets (hand-made 
by Carol Horrigan.)  

There were also three raffles, including a 50/50 raffle, a fleece-blanket raffle (donated by 
Pauline Covatto), and a cake raffle (donated by Patty Bachman). There is also an on-going iPad 

raffle, and the drawing for that will be held on Friday, June 8 at the Grand Island Relay for Life event.   

 

At the concert students and parents were able to go to a station to purchase a luminaria bag and decorate it that 
night. Those bags will be placed around the track on June 8 will be lit in tribute to those who are being honored 
and remembered that evening. Participants will walk the track together with survivors to celebrate our “relay for 
life” in the fight against cancer. Luminaria bags will also be available at school for students to decorate and pur-

chase ($5.00 per bag) for display at the event.   

 

A mini-relay will be held at Huth for students to help raise money for our 
team. Look for notes coming home from your child’s class- room announc-
ing that and any of our other fundraising activities. We hope you will 

participate! 

 

Anyone wishing to make a donation to help the Huth Road Relay for Life team reach its goal of $2,000 may send a 
check to either Mary Kopf or Penny Schmitt, made out to the American Cancer Society. Team Huth thanks you for 

your support! 

News from Huth Road Relay for Life Team  

1-6 NYS Grade 4 Science Assessment 
 
4-6 BOGO Book Fair 

 
5 Grade 2 Field Day 
 
6 Grade 2 Field Day (Rain Date) 

  
  7-8 NYS Grade 4 Science Assessment – MAKEUP 

 
11 Grade 3 Field Day 
 
12 Grade 3 Field Day (Rain Date) 
 
13  Grade 4 Field Day 

 
  13 PTA Installation Dinner 

 
15 Grade 5 Field Day 
 

  18 Grade 4 Field Day (Rain Date) 
 
  18 5th Grade Moving Up Day @ HS Aud. (9:30 a.m.) 
 

18 Last Day of School (Full day of classes) 



Many third-grade students joined the after-school Newspaper Club this 
year. In the club students have the opportunity to develop interview 
questions, interview teachers and staff at Huth Road Elementary, and 
type articles for our school newspaper. The students in Newspaper Club 
receive a color copy of the newspaper once it has been finalized, and all 
classrooms at Huth Road receive black-and-white copies to share among 
their students. Miss Marciszewski, Miss Gorecki, and Miss Jacobs would 
like to thank this year’s fifth grade co-advisors: Melina Aceti, Samantha 

Bailey, and Wyatt Tollner, for assisting with the club all year long. 

Third-Grade Newspaper Club 

The Huth Road Elementary Concert Band, under the direction of 
Craig Poissant, traveled to Williamsville North High School in May 
for the New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA)  
major organization festival. School bands, orchestras, and choruses 
from across the state prepared three selections and performed these 
works for two NYSSMA certified judges.  
 
These judges then made comments and evaluated the groups across 
several categories on the following scale: Festival Rating, Certifi-
cate of Participation, Bronze, Silver, Gold, and Gold with Distinc-
tion. The Huth Road band received the organization's highest rating: 
Gold with Distinction. This rating is described on the official score 

sheet as follows: “awarded to organizations that have demonstrated an outstanding level of technical and artistic 
skill in each of the evaluative categories... while having achieved a standard of performance deemed exceptional 
in all three selections.”  
 
Craig Poissant, band master 

Concert Band Wins Honors 
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Our Blooming Courtyard 
 
The courtyard at Huth Road School has been the centerpiece of our school for more than 50 years! There 

are many perennials, along with a huge pine tree, that grow there. Recently, our Huth Road Service Club, under the 
direction of Mrs. Robinson, spent a beautiful afternoon cleaning up our courtyard. The hardworking students pulled 
weeds and picked up garbage. First, our yellow daffodils and red tulips were in bloom. More recently, multi-colored 
geraniums were planted and new mulch was put down. The geraniums are red, pink, and purple.  
 
The annuals were purchased by our PTA. The next time you're at school be sure to stop by and take a minute to en-
joy the colorful flowers in our courtyard. All of this was made possible by our generous PTA. It is now a beautiful 
place where students can read and enjoy. Thank you for helping us to create this lovely centerpiece!   
 
Diane Lipp 



Throughout the year students had the opportunity to attend programs that were brought in to enrich their school 
experience. Many of the programs focused on math and science. Our fifth graders met with Andy Parker from 
the Weather Machine; most of our grade levels spent time with Dr. B; and the younger students enjoyed a visit 
by the "critters" from the Buffalo Zoo. The Huth Road PTA Enrichment Committee 
met several times to identify and schedule programs we hope made the students' lives 
fuller and more meaningful. These programs are funded by your PTA.   
 
Freda Orosz, librarian 

This year's Viking Value lunches were a great success. The children loved coming to Cafe 2 to eat their lunch 
and play games and, of course, shop at the coin cart! Squishy bears were very hard to keep in stock. I would like 
to thank all the volunteers who came to help this wonderful program. It could not have happened if it weren't for 
all the volunteers. I would also like to thank Miss Mesmer and Mrs. Nowak for all their help and support for the 
last two years. As this is my last year heading up the Viking Values lunch program, I would like to take this  
opportunity to let everyone know that the position is available. 
 
Patti Kubanek, Viking Values chairperson 

Huth Road will welcome new parents for the 2012-2013 school year for tours, a light lunch and a  

question/answer session on Friday, June 8 from noon to 1:30 p.m. Contact  

Carrie Meaney at 445-4214 for more information. 

Enrichment Programs Flourish at Huth  

Viking Values Lunches Successful 
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You will know this person quickly by her many acts of service to children through 
the PTA, the church, and community. It’s rare that a week goes by that you don’t 
run into her on the ball field, receive a funny email reminder from her, or see her 
on a field trip or volunteering at school.  
 

In PTA she has run the fall fundraiser, been a room parent almost every year, 
helped out at virtually every event at Huth, thrown fabulous staff-appreciation 
luncheons, attended most of the PTA meetings, and acted for the last few years as 
room-parent liaison. Carrie Meaney volunteers for almost EVERYTHING.  
 
She is a servant leader at her church, St. Stephen, as a religious education instruc-
tor both in large groups at the church, and small groups in her home. She has also 
acted as head of hospitality for the mothers’ group (MOPS) at WRBC. 
 

Carrie is also active in the community at large. She is currently a volunteer for the organization Miles for Smiles, 
which raises money to help families of children born with facial deformities. She’s also the first person to watch 
your kids, transport your kids, cook someone a meal, and be a general help in any way she can. We are honored to 
present the PTA Honorary Life Membership to her. 

Carrie Meaney Honored  

PTA president Trish Eichel (left) 

presented a PTA Honorary Life 

Membership to Carrie Meaney for 

her outstanding volunteer work 

on behalf of children and youth. 

Orientation for New Parents  



Buy One, Get One Free Book Fair! 
Monday 6/4, Tuesday 6/5, &  

Wednesday 6/6 

Stock up for summer reading! 

Update your library for half the price! 

Visit the BOGO fair in the front hall!  

 Day and Evening Hours 

 Children’s Preview During the Day 

 Quality Books and Great Titles 
Proceeds from all Scholastic book fairs encourage literacy and support our school. 

 
This is the last book fair of the year and my last as Book Fair chairperson at Huth Road 

Elementary. It has been an exciting adventure working with your children and their teach-

ers for the last four years. To see your children’s faces light up when they see that the 

Book Fair is coming, and then to help them choose a “perfect fit” story to enjoy, has been 

an absolute pleasure!   

 

We are lucky to have such a great team of teachers, parent, students, and community that 

supports our children’s learning! Through the Book Fair we have been able to supply each 

classroom with literacy-promoting materials, purchased copies of hot titles for the library, 

and supported special instruction areas with resources to enhance the curriculum.  

 

Thank you to the countless volunteers who have joined me in this adventure and especially 

to Tracey Shickluna who, for the last two years, has been my silent partner. Without the 

support of all of the volunteers I would have been lost!   

 

Next year Christine Ratajczak will be taking over the Book Fair committee. She is more 

than capable and excited to meet the challenge. If you are interested in helping out with 

the book fairs next year please let her know. She will gladly 

work with your availability and appreciate the support you 

have to offer our children and school.   

 

Have a wonderful summer! 

Cathy Worrall 
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